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INTRODUCTION

Last year Bob Pipes, a Michigan man who has a website entitled “PipesFamily.Com" (and is a Pipes descendant) contacted Bill Pipes in Fresno to ask if he knew who Loren Beryl Pipes was. Bill forwarded that message to me and I replied to Bob that Loren Beryl Pipes was my father. The communications initiated the Pipes Family Genealogy Project that has come to fruition in this book. 

I supplied Pipes family information to Bob, joined Ancestry.com, purchased the book John Pipes, Jr. written by Elizabeth Prather Ellsberry, searched ancestry web sites, and started searching into my Pipes ancestry. I contacted my nephew, Douglas Pipes, who has assisted me in this research project over the last year. When we discovered that many of the Pipes databases contained errors or were incomplete, we decided to prepare a more accurate genealogy of our Pipes family. 

To assist in our search, Douglas and I joined the Missouri Historical Society because both of my parents had come from Missouri. Through a long process of research, e-mails, telephone calls, and reading during which we have obtain copies of death certificates, court documents, land grants, and wills, we have pieced together much of the missing information on our Pipes family and have corrected inaccurate data about our ancestors. 

Doug and his son, Curtis, even flew to Kentucky in May of 2003 to see the Kentucky Derby. While they were there, they researched old marriage, probate and deed records in county clerk archives, visited the Old Union Church cemetery where John Pipes, Jr. and Mary Morris Pipes are buried, and were interviewed by a local news reporter who then published a story describing our project. In August of 2003, Doug flew to Missouri to conduct training of Missouri prosecutors. He spent an additional week in Missouri in an effort to find information about Pipes ancestors who lived in Missouri in the 1800's that we had been unable to obtain at long range. 

Doug and I are pleased to share the results of our work with you. This project has consumed a lot of our time and has required us to be persistent in our efforts to find information about our ancestors that no one else has unearthed or published. This project is an ongoing one, and when we compile enough additional information, we will produce a supplement to this book. We have enjoyed this work and hope you enjoy the end product that you will find in this book. 

Frances Eloise Pipes Hansen 

PIPES FAMILY IN EARLY AMERICA

Through discontent, people start and roam

In search of fortune, or to better their home

 There are a few, indeed, so content with their lot

 That from youth to old age have lived in one spot

Author unknown 

In early America, many people who came traveled from place to place before finding where they wanted to live. An example of this was our first known ancestor, John Pipes, Sr. No one has been able to document who his parents 

were, where and when he was born, but most researchers agree that it was in the early 1700's. The Pipes and Hathaways were associated in business dealings and John Pipes, Sr. married Susanna Hathaway. They moved to Morristown, N. Jersey. 

John Pipes, Sr. lived a colorful and interesting life. The records of the original First Presbyterian Church of Rockaway, Morris County, New Jersey reveal that John contributed one pound toward founding the church and calling a minister. John Pipes was convicted of the crime of counterfeiting money in New Jersey. In 1751, he was arrested for a felony but the offense is not stated in the Archives and he was never convicted. Before the Revolutionary War, counterfeiting occurred in most of the colonies. Citizens did not use money at that time but instead used the barter system, as the goods and excess produce from their farms was the only source of income. 

John Pipes, Sr. and his family migrated to North Carolina and settled in the Yadkin Valley near Pipes Creek (in the 1990's the name of the creek changed). Many other people were migrating south. Many years after Susanna died, John Pipes, Sr. married a much younger woman, Priscilla Bowling, to dismay of his children. Evidently because of the attitude of his children to the marriage, John Pipes and Priscilla moved to South Carolina. 

John Pipes, Jr. was born probably in Philadelphia, and he is the first person in the Pipes family who can be traced through documents. He married Jemima Harriman, and there is an unconfirmed story that they were attacked by 

Indians along a river. A son, Joseph, reported that he was kidnapped and held captive for several years. It is speculated that Jemima was killed by the Indians since there is no record of where, when, or how she died. 

Some years later, John Pipes, Jr. married Mary Morris in the Presbyterian Church in Morristown, New Jersey. As was true in Early America, they kept migrating for a "better life." John Pipes, Jr. and Sylvanus Pipes (a brother) served as jurors, signed bonds, and were witnesses for others. From North Carolina, they moved west to Kentucky to an area called "Gravel Switch." Sylvanus Pipes then moved farther west to Missouri, but John Pipes Jr. and his family remained in Kentucky.

John Pipes Jr. was a member of the Morristown, New Jersey militia before 1775. He then enlisted for two terms in the Continental Army. After retirement he volunteered as a member of the militia. After discharge from the New Jersey militia in 1776, Captain John Pipes joined the Army of General Geol Washington and was in actual service with him for two years as a regular. Since General Washington had more officers than he needed, he offered Capt. Pipes a chance to return home on half pay, but John refused to do so. In 1780, Captain Pipes received an "honorable discharge." This was when he moved to North Carolina. Capt. John Pipes was in a total of 16 battles during the War of the Revolution. 

Word of expansion into the West was received and the fact that the land there was fertile for growing crops. With that news, many pioneers departed North Carolina for Kentucky. They evidently had heard of the adventures of Daniel Boone. John and Mary settled in Kentucky and raised their family there. Beffore too many years, people began to move farther west into what is now called “Missouri." The two rivers, Missouri and Mississippi, would make transporting of crops and supplies much easier. The land in Missouri was fertile, there were not as many trees with which to contend, and the rivers were there for transportation of the crops. 

Land ownership in Kentucky had been controversial because proper legal titles were not obtained. The Spanish had given land 'free' to the settlers in Missouri. Surveys were not necessary for recognition of ownership with the consequence that most properties were not marked on the ground. So, Missouri had several thousand private Spanish land claims that had to be confirmed. 

The first of our ancestors to move into Missouri was William Pipes (oldest son of Sylvanus Pipes) who moved into Howard County. William's brothers and father also moved into Missouri from Kentucky. The major rivers determined the basic settlement geography of Missouri. The land was fertile for raising crops, timber was available but not the over-abundance as was the case in Kentucky, and water was available, all within a few miles everywhere in the territory. Many of the Pipes family then moved into Missouri from Kentucky in the years 1817 until after the Civil War. 

Most of us do not realize the many changes that took place in the citizenry during the 1800's and 1900's. Long before 1843, Americans had debated the role of government in the proper observance of the Sabbath. One important item was the delivery of mail on Sunday that was required by Congress. Today it is hard for Americans to appreciate the seriousness of the Sabbatarians in Early America. It was a crime to labor on Sunday except for works of necessity Charity. The Sunday newspaper could not be read until Monday. 

According to the "History of Missouri Illustrated 1888", Camp Ground Church was organized about 1852 just west of Browning. Tents and sheds were erected for people and animals. Although it was burned to the ground during the Civil War, it was rebuilt in 1901 and still stands there today. The Rev. Jacob Wattenbarger (relative of Martha May Wattenbarger Pipes) was an original organizer. Today, it is well maintained and Camp Ground Church is on the NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, 1985. 

Members of the Pipes family moved primarily into the counties of Howard, Sullivan, and Linn. From this point on, our ancestors moved to Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Oklahoma, Idaho, Washington, and on down into California. These moves were made partly because of the economic times in our nation's history including the Great Depression, but always to seek a better life. 

Thus, the Pipes ancestors were industrious, many of them lived long lives even though their lives were hard, and they moved if circumstances dictated. These pioneers paved the way for us today. 

