March 3rd, 2018 update: we are accepting orders for the Old Union Cemetery Book.
Hello to everyone who maintains an interest in Old Union Cemetery, Doctor’s Fork Baptist Church, the Harmon Pipes Gray
Family Association and the history of the pioneer, ancestral families who lived around the old church in the 19th Century.
At the 2016 Family Association Reunion we discussed ways to raise funds to support the ongoing maintenance of the grounds
and the stone markers in the old cemetery. A suggestion was made that a book be produced that would document the history
of the church, the ancestors buried there and provide an inventory of who is buried there and also the history of the Family
Association.
So this update article is a preview of the contents of the book and hopefully it will encourage you to purchase a copy for
yourself and to encourage others to purchase one as well. They will make great gifts and children and grandchildren will surely
need copies too. Our only advertising and sales venue will be word of mouth, social media and email.
I may also be able to get an article in the Advocate Messenger about it. But we will absolutely need your help in selling the
books.
The book will be 186 pages and has about 250 pictures, maps, graphics and tables. I am going to front the cost of printing and
shipping the books to my house and to you, the customer. My order to the printer will be for 50 books at a time and our goal
is to sell 200 copies. All proceeds after paying the printing and shipping costs will go to the Harmon Pipes Gray Family
Association. Orders for the book will be through me for now and it will not be for sale on Amazon or anywhere commercially.
We may release it to commercial distribution after the 200 copies are sold but profit from commercial sales is very small.
The first 200 copies of the book will be a special numbered first edition signed by the author. I will be placing the first order
for 50 copies next week and they should be here about the middle of March for shipping to you. I already have reservations
(and some payments) for 30 of the first 50 copies. When those are sold, I will order 50 more.
The selling price of each book will be 40 dollars. It will be a full color, hardcover, case bound book. Half of the price will
cover printing and shipping costs, the remaining half will go to the Family Association.
Please remember that the primary purpose of the book is to raise funds for the HPG Family Association. The secondary
purpose is to preserve the history of the old church and cemetery and our ancestors.
The pages that follow are NEW random pages from the book and I will tell you that there are some surprises in it as well.
One of the surprises is the paintings by RW Rawlings like the one on the next page. We found out about the paintings and
received permission to use them in the book from Mr. Rawlings’ son, who is a minister in Nicholasville and of course we have
permission from the owners of the paintings. Pictures of the old church building and the cemetery have been very difficult to
find but we do have a couple of them. We also have an excellent well researched article about the Civil War and its impact on
the church and surrounding area by my son Jason Pipes. Also included are transcriptions of deeds, quotes, and wills etc., to
document the early history of the Church.
What is in the book? The Table of Contents is on the next page.
This book will in time become a rarity and a collector’s item. Please spread the word and encourage others to purchase a copy.
200 copies does not sound like very many but it will take considerable effort to achieve that.
The return to the Family Association will be several thousand dollars. (You can do the math, this article is like a word problem
from math class.) I will be sharing a financial statement with the HPG Family Association Officers and will gladly share it with
anyone interested.
Thank You to Peggy Edgington for sending this out to everyone. We will be accepting checks or PayPal for payment. I will
need shipping addresses with payment.
If you have questions or inquiries you may contact me via email at pipesb@pipesfamily.com. My cell phone is 414-442-5952.
If you are calling me by phone please call after 4 pm EST because I work during week days.
This article will also be posted on my website www.pipesfamily.com
Bob Pipes, March 3rd, 2018

